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Mayors Note :....

A dream of sustainable Pune is on the mind of every Punekar and the local body has
always tried to be at par with their expectations. It gives me a great pleasure to present the
Environment Status Repor for the year 2007 — 08 to the citizens of Pune. The sharing of greal
expertise and continuous involvement of the Punekar's in the very making of this re port makes this
report a very special achievement initself.

The city of Pune has grown multifold with respect to its population, infrastructure, resource
demand, construction and size in the past few years. The pace of growth has been so enocrmous
that rescurce allocation may have been non uniform and the Municipal Corporation realizes the
pressures on environment. However, micro-level assessment of sustainability has been a
limitation of situation for effective planning and | am sure that this ESR report forthe first time ever
has attempted to formulate a framework that would help planners and policy makers to effectively
manage the city resources leading to sustainable development.

The report shall serve citizens as a mirror of their surrcundings and shall endeavour in sensitizing
them to join hands with the Municipal Corporation to achieve our goal of sustainable Pune in very
nearfuture.

Smt. Rajlaxmi Bhosale
Hon'ble Mayar
Pune Municipal Corporalion
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Commaisstoners ‘Note:.....

Continuing cur efforts to bring Pune to the forefront of the world in fields of education,
Information Techneology — Biotechnology (IT-BT), Animation, socio-ecological development and

infrastructure it is a privilege for me to be part of yet ancther publication of the Envircnmental
Status Report forthe year 2007 — 08.

This yearthe city presenting its 12" consecutive ESR has earmarked a totally new concept
of invelving the local stakeheolders in the preparation throughout the year. The special feature of
the report is the continuous support and technical inputs provided by local experts representing
various organizations & NGO's who have come together as responsible citizens and added great
valuetothe overall developmentofthe report.

The report includes for the first time evaluation of wards based on assessment of critical
sustainable development with the chjective of making it a tool for decision making. | appreciate the
efforts of all those who have contributed to the making of ESR especiallyin framing a structure that
could work as a model for all the other cities in the time to come. Sustainability of each of these
wards based inindicator systermn have never been done before, the way it has been framed this
year and shall help citizens as well as Corporators to plan future demand and development of
administrative wards for a cleaner and greener Pune, the dream of every Punekar.

Pt 22
Pravin Singh Pardeshi
Municipal Commissioner
Pune Municipal Corporation
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Socio-financial

development is totally
dependent on the city itself and the available
facility management reflects city's total health
and environment. After independence there has
beenrapid urbanization leading toissues related
to economic growth and city environment. To
cater the need to resolve the sccial and
environmental issues state government came
up with preparation of a mandatory ESR as an
annual document under the 74" Amendment of
1992 to the Indian Constitution, Section 234,
Fara 12, Sulbyect Number 8, Maharashitra Stale
Municipal Corporations and Municipal Council
Act 1994 section 67A.

Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC) came into
existence on 15" Feb 1850. Preparing an
Envircnmental Slatus Report & representing itto
general body on or before 31° July of every yvear
is mandatory duty of the Municipal Corporations
and PMC is ocne of the foremost municipal
corporations to take up the task of preparing
Envircnment Status Reporl. Comments being
received from media, daily news papers,
Corporators and lively people provide
pricritizing the tasks to be accomplished. PMC
had stared lo exercise the same from the year
1995-96. Year 2007-08 is incessant 12" year
when Envircnment Status Report is being
published by the Municipal Corporation.

To initiate with the first ESR's; those were
extremely concise & confined to Environmental
changes. The format of report has changed over
period of time. Now the reports are involving
various aspects and innovative ideas in making it
a tool for framing policy. In year 1988, for the 1°
time ESR covered not anly the current city status
but also cutlined the intiatives of PMC towards
progressive cily. Present deocument reflects
comparison of previous ESR's concerning the
city’s development over the years through, and
ward wise pricrnitization concerning basic
amenities and sustainable city indicators as two
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prominentfeatures.
2.0 THEPROCESS OF ESR PREPARATION

Envircnment Status Report is probably the only
public document that delineates almost all the
aspects of envirenment as well as development
and the initiatives of PMC all round the year
with an cobjective to benefit peocple through
upraising them to the latest happenings of the
Municipal Corporation. However, it has been a
point of debate since long that ESR's are a one
way process of preparation wherein PMC tenders
the contract to established firms / NGO's o
carmmycut the task of collaion and interpretation
of database gathered mostly from the PMC
departments and wards. This kind of process
continued till last yearwhen for the first time PMC
through the vision and supervision of Municipal
Commissicner formulated an entirely innovative
idea of involving NGO's & local expers o
participate and review the process of ESR
preparation.

A Committee constituted by almost 30 members
including  individuals, NGO's, academicians,
researchers and local experts came together with
a common goeal of shaping better Pune through
sharing of their expertise and views on various
issues such as transport, envircnment,
biodiversity, education in PMC schools, traffic,
elc. This committee called the "Pune Citizens
Envirenment Forum®™ (PCEF) chaired by
Municipal Commissioner himsellhas met several
times and came up with a framework for
preparing ESR, which seems to have gained a
real imponance in the civic framework in the past
several years and has become one of the most
important assets of PMC.

This year, again, for the first time there has not
beenany tender for ESR, making it much more a
report through public participation with a view of
having it more transparent & acceptable. Though
the data has been collected from the PMC
departments & wards, the draft collation and
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